
The PLTW STEM Teacher 



Meet the Facilitators

Christine Davenport
PLTW Launch Master Teacher

Flora Gasca
PLTW Instructional Developer



Our Agenda
❑Welcome and Introduction of 

Presenters

❑Overview of Session

❑STEM Special Schedules

❑Classroom Organization and 
Storage

❑Exploring Strategies for Your 
Classroom

❑Q/A



Horry County Schools District, SC 
● 56 schools 

● 9 attendance areas

● 28 elementary schools

● 45,000 students 

● 3rd largest school district

○ PLTW Launch

○ PLTW Gateway

○ PLTW CS, ED, BS



West Platte School District

● Located in Weston, 
Missouri

● Prek-12th grade school
● 400 students at the 

elementary level
● Serve all Prek-5 students 

in the district
● Launch, Gateway and 

Biomedical Science 
offered in our district



STEM Special Schedules

Keeping integrity of the APB approach with 
various scheduling needs



STEM Specials Scheduling
• 3 classes per grade level
• 55 minutes for 2-5
• 25 minutes for k-1



STEM Special Scheduling

• 4 classes per grade level



STEM Special Scheduling

• 5 classes per grade level
• Classes rotate daily



STEM Special Scheduling

• 6 classes per grade level
• Each class has STEM for a week



STEM Special Scheduling
• 13-14 classes per grade level
• 2 separate blocks per grade level
• 7 specials
• Weekly specials rotation



What schedule fits your 
needs?



Classroom Organization and Storage



Organization by Consumable Items



Organization by Kits or Modules



VEX IQ Kits



VEX IQ Kits



Launch Logs Storage



Unfinished Projects



Agenda, Standards, Objectives, Lesson 
Goals



The Don’t Talk to Me 
Poster

● Used for VEX

● Same size, shape, and color

● Available in each Vex IQ kit 



How do you organize your STEM classroom?



STEM Collaborative Planning



But what if I am alone, an island?



APB Overview, Planning Tools, PD Suite



Supplements and Additions



Awards

● Success/failure

● Turn to…

● What if we had…

● I wish I would have…

● 5th grade redo



Grouping Strategies

● When to group?

● Why to group?

● How to group?



VEX IQ Team Roles



Questions? 



Contact Us

Flora Gasca

fgasca@pltw.org

Christine Davenport 

davenportc@wpsd.net


